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94 SPOKANE - ANHUAL REPORT 1891-1913

They should have a secretary constantly on the watch for every possible opportunity to notify any official or
department of the city government contemplating, ordering or doing anything the appearance of which iz a matter
of public cencern, to confer with the art commission.

such a commission should pass upon the plans for all public buildings, bridges, street lamps and other street
fixtures, all statues, fountain: and other monuments, temporary street decorations, and all interior decoration and
furnishing of public buildings, etc. They should pass upon the suitability of architects propesed to be employed by city
officials for public work or recommend architects, sculptors, decorators and the like. In case architectural
competitions are proposed for public buildings, the art commission should draw up the terms of the competition and
report their recommendations as to the designs submitted.

while the ultimate decision as to the terms and conditions for the erection of railroad bridges and other
constructions commonly regarded as solely matters of civil engineering, must be determined by the city
government, yet the Council should invariably bring the art commission inte consultation at all stages of the
negotiations as %o such structures and should as far as possible heed their recommendations | matters of
appearance.

It would be almost essential that the art cemmission should have at least one architect upon it from some
wother city than Spokane and of such recegnized high standing in his profession as to give every pessible assurance of
absence of such bias as might exist in the case of local members of the commission having social relations with the
parties interested or having perhaps some professional rivalry with the architect of the plans to be judged. If it is
not thought feasible to have an eminent architect from Mew York or Chicago or some other large city on the art
commission, the practice might be to refer important cases wo a special committee of the Washington Chapter of the
american Institute of Architects. Such an art commission, after its functions had become known, and if its decisions
proved to be such as to command respect, might well be called in to arrange and decide competitions for churches
and other semi-public buildings. The park commission would not doubt often have occasion to consult such a
COmmission.

In conclusion, seme remarks seem called for upon the great aggregate extent of parks propesed and upon
the financial aspect of the subject.

The first impression of most business men of Spokane, competent to pass judgment on matters affecting the
management of the city, will b2 what amount of land should the city acquire.

The matter is important. It certainly ought to be patiently and thoroughly investigated and discussed.

study of the subject of park areas has led experts to announce as a handy "Rule of thumb~® that the
subdivided portions of cities ought to have neighborhood parks if possible not more than half a mile from any
residence and that thiz area ought to be equal to & per cent of the area of each division of the city. Probably in no
city are the parks so distributed because too often the acquisition of parks is left until the only available land is far
from the densely populated districts of the city. The only comparisens of park areas between different cities that
area usually made are those of the number of inhabitants to one acre of park.

The park areas of certain cities best equ1|::ped with |::arks in 1502-3 were as follows:
Boston (Metropolitan District).. . SO NOSSR———— 8 : 7. : O T ¢ 3
acres
7 acres
acres
Philadelphia_ n acres
san Francisco. B acres
i acres
washinghten _ . acres
Hartford .. s acres
The length of boulevards in certain cities in 1902-3 were as follows:
HEW Tt e e et e mmn s brsmnn s ersmmnens vremmnen snmmmaessrnnnes @1 TTHILES
Chicago.... .48 miles
Hew orleans 41 miles
Mminneapolis _ .37 miles
Boston ... il
number of inhabitants to each acre of park in certain cities in 1903 was a follows:
Inhabitants per acre of park.
Mmeridan, Ct.

Bosten (including Metropolitan
Mewark and Essex County.

BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 97

ther from the centre of the city and largely made up of steep rugged land very unavailable for building lots at
present.

with regard to maintenance adequate data are not at hand because more or less construction work is often
paid for out of the annual income of park commissions and the distinction not clearly shown in published statements.
The general idea appears to be that the annual park tax should be one mill on the dollar of assessors’ valuation of the
city in addition to interest and sinking fun on loans. As the as: rs’ valuation of Spokane is $33,500,000 this rate of
park tax should yield at present $33,500, which with the present inadequate equipment of parks and parkways
would enable considerable to be done in the way of temporary and minor improvement. As this rate of park tax
would only amount to 43 1/3 cents per capita it ought not to strike the citizens as an unreasonable amount to have
to pay for the great advantages of parks for the health and recreation of his family nor out of proportion to the
probable benefit in enhanced value to his real estate.

Respectfully,
OLMSTED BROTHERS.

Latah Bridge, High Bridge Park
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Sanltary Bldg C|Iff Park
Architect: C. A. Houghtaling

circa1912 g s T

Report TOd"{\ Park Supermtendent Duncan Points Out Work Done in

Various Spokane Parks and States Views on Future Development Work

J.W. Duncan

Aubrey White
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This eould ot accur o the Inland Empire.
‘from the fact there arée Do extremes in
Itemperature,

Viewed from the standpoint of utility aod
|giving conelderation for what purposes the
‘woods of the Bpokane country are used, It
jmay be sald that the time cannot be far
|distant when the greater part of the Uniied
‘Htatas will be looking westward “for its
lumber and timber sapplies. That the lum-

THE COABT

Lermen and millowners are sware of this
is probably best evldenced by the construe-
tiom of rallrcade into the timber belts and
that the capacity of the mille s belng ln-
credsed, The Inland Empire i8 Indeed for-
tunate in having this asset vivtually at its
doore and, &8 each year lmits the available
supply, so the increased demand will ewn-
honce its value,

By H. ]. GIBBON
Secreury Board of Fark Cumminiosce

The publie park ayetem of Spokane, with
which ls closely Identifled the movement for
ipublie play-grounds, forms an lBteresting
mod attraciive feature of the clty’s growth
mud development,

The present total ares of Bpokane's pub-
lie parks iy 1T4.63 scres, heing & per cuplin
ipark mrea of one acré for avery 444 persons,
wnd embraces Manito Park, 858 soreas;
Coeur A°'Alene Park, %76 mcres; Corbin
Park, 12 acres: Liberty Park, 245 acres;
Cilf Park, 4 ascres; Audibon Park, 312
iaeres; Stadacona Park, 15 acres; Lldger
‘wood Park, 3 acres; Mission Aveous park-
g, 1.77 acres.

A consldersble portlon of our park ares
s vet volmproved, yel lhe rapld |ncreass
iin populstion has made the Increase of our
lelty park area and ita development an abso-
lute necekslLy.

At their last municipal alection the eftlk
ipeal of Spokans adopted by a large majority
ivote n charter amendment creallng & non-
ipartiean Board of Park Commissloners to
imanage and control all the publie parke of
:ihe city: and, In aceordance therewlth, the
imayor appointed ten represeniative cliizens
to constitute the fret Board of Park Com-
imissloners, This beard, serviog without
icompensution, his directed itk efforis to se-
icare for the clty the most practical manags-
iment of its park Anances together with o
‘thoroughly modern system of park mainte
mance, improvement and extension.

For thie purpose, the Board of Park Com:
imlsaslonera has arranged with John C. Olm-
Isted, & public park authority of national
walabrity, for the preparation and submis-
lelon by him of 8 comprehensive plan for
ipresant and future development and exten-
Iston of our clty park systém to eover Dot
only preeent operatioos but also futurs de-
wwelopment for probably the mext twemty
iysars. Py thiz means, all work done and
imoney expended will ba toward the execu-
Mon and completion of & carefully devised
lplan which will give us the best practical
mnd artistle rasults.

On account of our rapldly increaslng ur-
iban population, the exlating park arsas, even

when Tully Improved, will ba entirely Inade
quate to meet the needs of our city and tha
Park O fon is now end g to firo
vide for thia contingency by making & sys
tematlc effort to secure from publie spirited
citizens donatlone of park areas io various
localitles to ba held by the clty for futurs
development.

The enterprise and public spirit of a elty
is estimated largely in secordance with its
clvie improvements, of which the publie
park system is 2 most prominent feature.
in Spokane the esteblishment and mainte-
nance of poblic parks have appreciated the
value of property in thelr loealltles as muech
or more than any other form of munlcipal
improvement. A number of our public-
apirited citizess have materially asalated
the Park Commlisslon in Ita eodesvor to se
cure more park area, by genercas offers of
donations of tracts adapted to futurs park
developmént,

The nstallation and maintenanes of &
nyatemn of public playgrounds, recently es-
tablished in Spokane through the Inltiative
and energy of the city besutlful commitiee
of our 150,000 Club, |z ancther Interesting
and significant fenture of Bpokane's develop-
ment and I= recalving the active support of
our eitlzens who realize the great present
pod future beoefits réeanlting therefrom. Our
public playgrounds are in charge of a com-
wmittes of Afteen oltizens, appointed by the
mayor, from whom a working organmization
of nine trostees lo addliion to the mayor,
the chairman of echool board and the chalr-
man of the park board, who are ex-officle
membera, is selected,

At present two public playgrounds are in
opération, sustalned by donations of material
and equipment and through donations from
several of onr merchants of & certaln
centege of the profita om various lines of
merchand|se, Lo be given by them for a term
of years, Others will undoubtedly lend
their mseistance to the good work and thus
glve sesuraoce of the development of thé
public play-grodnd aystem to an extent com-
mensurate with ita importance.

The Coast — Nov. 1907

Scenes in the parks of Spoksne, of which the citizens are proud.







Manito Park, Manito Blvd
& Adams Blvd
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Manito Park, Manito Blvd &
Adams Blvd

Resources:

29 contributing resources
13 non- contributing resources

Proposed Boundaries
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Manito Park,

Duncan Gardens,
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Sunday Afternoon at Manito Park,
Spokane, Wash
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Lincoln Park
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Lincoln Park
Resources:

1y
2)
)
4)
S)
6)
7)
8)

Pond

Pathways

Ball Field

Playground

Shelter / Fire Pit
Comfort Station

Utility Bldg

Stone Drinking Fountain

Proposed Boundaries



INLINCOLN PARK
FORRS HUTION

Plan to Honor Memory of
Local Suffrage Worker
When Delegation Comes.

Bearing the name, “May Ark-
wright Huiton,”’ in honor of one
of the carliest pioncers in the
woman suffrage movement in
Washington and Idaho, a white
bireh tree will be planted in Lin.
coln purk, near the home of the
late Mrs. Hutton, on May 4.

The planting and dedleation  will
take place In the morning durlng the
automoblle tour of the mombers of tha
national suffrage union who will be In
the city that day.

Plans for the ceremony will be in
charge of Mra. 1L M. Prager of the
Plonear Suaffrage association; Mirs
Frunees Burchett, presidont of the
Spokane Flornl nsgoclution, and Mra.

| Chrles T. Goodsel), chalrman of the
! floral association (ree planting com-
\mittee

It In planned (o have Mra. Jarriet
Stanton Wiateh, duughter of the Infe
Elignheth Cmdy Ntanton, who In a
member of the suffrage party, make n
nhort nddresn,

“The planting and dedication wlll be
under the direcllon of the Spokane
Florul association and the Mloncer Suf-
frugoe socloety,” sald Mry, Prager, “Tha
coremony 18 arranged as a tribute to
the memory of the late Mrs, 1l
who did so much for the causc of suf
frage, und a (tung time o condumet
the cercmony Is during the visit of Lhe
members of the suffrage union,

The matier hnn been taken up with
the enterinlument commitice and with
the park hourd, which has granted us
permission to plant the tree In wealn
poark, the nearest publie park to the
Hution home In Riverview™

Mrw, Hutton orkanized the first auf-
frage socloty In Spokane and was s
tive In the movement throughout the
northwest. She also was a member of
the Spokane ¥Floral assooclation,

Wading Pool — ¢.1933

Spokane Daily Chronicle -

May 1, 1916

Picnickers -

Playground - 1933
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High Drive Park &
Parkway,
and Hangman Park
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High Drive Park & Parkway,

and Hangman Park
Resources:

1) Pathways

2) Hangman Park

3) High Drive Parkway
4) High Drive

o /PN Proposed Boundaries



Plan of High Drive Parkway

Park Department, City of Spokane,
J. W. Duncan Park Supt,
R. J. Clarke Engineer

Report of the Board of Park
Commissioners, Spokane, Washington,
1891-1913.




Spokane Daily Chronicle - September 19, 1967
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